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SUBJECT: SMALLPOX VACCINATION REQUIREMENT FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL TRAVEL 

1 . THIS ADVISORY RECEIVED FROM U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICE, CDC, ATLANTA, GEORGIA: 

QUOTE IN REPLYING ADDRESS THE CDC 
REFER TO QD-EPI 

ADVISORY MEMORANDUM NO. 48 DATED AUGUST 14, 1978 
SUBJECT: SMALLPOX VACCINATION REQUIREMENT FOR 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

THE LAST REPORTED CASE OF SMALLPOX OCCURRED IN MERKA, 

SOMALIA, ON OCTOBER 26, 1977. ALTHOUGH TRANSMISSION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 214459 

APPARENTLY HAS BEEN INTERRUPTED, ACTIVE SURVEILLANCE WILL 
CONTINUE UNTIL 2 YEARS HAVE ELAPSED AND THE LAST ENDEMIC 
AREA IS CONFIRMED AS SMALLPOX-FREE. INTENSIVE SURVEILLANCE 
IS UNDERWAY ALSO IN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. IF NO MORE 
CASES OF SMALLPOX ARE DETECTED, COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT 
BEEN CERTIFIED AS BEING FREE OF SMALLPOX WILL BE ELIGIBLE 
FOR SMALLPOX-FREE CERTIFICATION BY AN INTERNATIONAL 
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COMMISSION ON SMALLPOX ERADICATION IN OCTOBER 1979. 

WITH THE DEMISE OF SMALLPOX, INTERNATIONAL TRAVELERS DO NOT 
HAVE BIOLOGICAL REASONS FOR BEING VACCINATED. SMALLPOX 

VACCINATION, AS WITH OTHER MEDICAL PROCEDURES, HAS A 
DEFINITE RISK OF SERIOUS COMPLICATIONS, INCLUDING DEATH. 

THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS, ARTICLE 86(7) STATE 
QUOTE IF A VACCINATOR IS OF THE OPINION THAT VACCINATION 
IS CONTRAINDICATED ON MEDICAL GROUNDS HE SHALL PROVIDE THE 
PERSON WITH REASONS, WRITTEN IN ENGLISH OR FRENCH, UNDER- 
LYING THAT OPINION. WHICH HEALTH AUTHORITIES SHOULD TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT. UNQUOTE. 

SMALLPOX VACCINATION IS INDICATED ONLY FOR TRAVELERS TO 
COUNTRIES WHICH REQUIRE VACCINATION AS A CONDITION FOR 
ENTRY (PRIMARILY THOSE IN AFRICA, ASIA, AND CENTRAL AND 
SOUTH AMERICA). AND FOR THE FEW LABORATORY WORKERS WHO 
ARE LIKELY TO HAVE CONTACT WITH THE VARIOLA VIRUS. 

SINCE OCTOBER 1971, THE UNITED STATES HAS REQUIRED A VALID 
INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF VACCIANTION AGAINST SMALLPOX 
ONLY IF WITHIN THE 14 DAYS PRECEDING ARRIVAL THE TRAVELER 
HAD BEEN IN A COUNTRY CURRENTLY REPORTING SMALLPOX. 
EFFECTIVE AUGUST 14. 1978, THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT 
REQUIRE SMALLPOX VACCINATION FOR ANY ARRIVING INTERNATIONAL 
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TRAVELER AND PROOF OF VACCINATION WILL NOT BE REQUESTED. 

THE UNITED STATES ELIMINATED ANY REQUIREMENT FOR CHOLERA 
VACCINATION ON DECEMBER 18, 1970, AND ANY REQUIREMENT FOR 
YELLOW FEVER VACCINATION ON NOVEMBER 8, 1972. WITH THE 
ELIMINATION OF THE SMALLPOX VACCINATION REQUIREMENT, NO 
VACCINATIONS NOW ARE REQUIRED TO ENTER THE UNITED STATES 
FROM ANY COUNTRY. 

TRAVELERS SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT SOME COUNTRIES DO REQUIRE 
CERTAIN VACCINATIONS, INCLUDING SMALLPOX, AS A CONDITION 
FOR ENTRY AND THAT THESE REQUIREMENTS MUST BE CONSIDERED 
IN PLANNING FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. THE ANNUAL PUBLICA- 
TION QUOTE HEALTH INFORMATION FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, 
UNQUOTE KEPT UP-TO-DATE AS CHANGES ARE REPORTED IN THE 
MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY WEEKLY REPORT AND THE WEEKLY 
SUMMARY OF QUOTE COUNTRIES WITH AREAS INFECTED WITH 
QUARANTINABLE DISEASES, UNQUOTE PROVIDES A CURRENT 
REFERENCE. 

STATE AND LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS. TRAVEL AGENCIES, AIR- 
LINES, AND SHIPPING COMPANIES ARE REQUESTED TO FURNISH THE 
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INFORMATION IN THIS ADVISORY MEMORANDUM TO PROSPECTIVE 
TRAVELERS. 

ADVISORY MEMORANDA NUMBERS 2, 9, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 24, 

26, 27, AND 29 ARE HEREBY SUPERSEDED. 

SIGNED BY JOSEPH F. GIORDANO, DIRECTOR, QUARANTINE DIVISION, 

BUREAU OF EPIDEMIOLOGY. UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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